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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 17, 2019 
 

MARTINSBURG, WV - Berkeley County Board of Education Names New Superintendent 
 

The Berkeley County Board of Education named Dr. Patrick K. Murphy superintendent of Berkeley 

County Schools effective September 1.  Dr. Murphy will succeed Interim Superintendent Chuck Hatfield. Dr. 

Murphy comes to Berkeley County Schools with ten-year’s experience as the superintendent of Arlington 

Public Schools, in Virginia. 

 “We are extraordinarily pleased with the outcome of this search process. Dr. Murphy’s leadership and 

professional experience, educational background, and community-based enthusiasm convinced our Board that 

he is an ideal fit to carry forward the vision of the District,” said Dr. William Queen, Board President.  “His 

successful student-centered strategies will add an additional layer of effectiveness to our current strategic 

plan.”  

 Dr. Murphy’s 31-year career in public education spans a number of different roles and responsibilities 

with experience as a classroom teacher, university adjunct professor, administrator, principal, director, and 

assistant superintendent. He served as an assistant superintendent for Fairfax County Public Schools for five 

years before being named superintendent of Arlington Public Schools in 2009.   

As a recipient of numerous awards and recognitions, Dr. Murphy is most proud of his demonstrated 

commitment and focus on providing all students with an enriching and challenging education in preparation for 

post-secondary and career success as engaged, active, and global citizens.    

His educational background includes a master’s and doctorate degree in educational administration 

from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and a bachelor degree in physical education from 

James Madison University.   

“I am honored to have been chosen for this position,” said Dr. Patrick Murphy.  “I will work 

collaboratively, with an emphasis on teamwork and a ‘students first’ mindset, to continue moving our district in 

a positive direction to increase the educational opportunities for all students.” 

 With input from district stakeholders, this appointment is the result of a nationwide search assisted by 

the West Virginia School Board Association that produced 24 qualified applicants from diverse geographic and 

professional backgrounds.   

Members of the Berkeley County Board of Education extend appreciation to those in the district and 

school community who offered time and input into this important decision.  A plan to introduce Dr. Murphy to 

our students, staff and community will be shared at a later date. 
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